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“Is There Not A
Cause?!”
1 Samuel 17:22-29 (KJV)

22 And

David left his carriage in the hand of the
keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army,
and came and saluted his brethren.

23 And

as he talked with them, behold, there came
up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath
by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and
spake according to the same words: and David
heard them.
24 And

all the men of Israel, when they saw the
man, fled from him, and were sore afraid.

25 And

the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this
man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he
come up: and it shall be, that the man who
killeth him, the king will enrich him with great
riches, and will give him his daughter, and make
his father's house free in Israel.
26 And

David spake to the men that stood by him,
saying, What shall be done to the man that
killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the
reproach from Israel? for who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the
armies of the living God?
27 And

the people answered him after this
manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man
that killeth him.

28 And

Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake
unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against
David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither?
and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the
wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of
thine heart; for thou art come down that thou
mightest see the battle.
29 And

David said, What have I now done? Is
there not a cause?
All of the best,

Reverend Joshua Paul Logan
Senior Pastor
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Words of Comfort from Rev. Dr. Pearl
Walking through difficult times!
Isaiah 43:1-3 KJV
1. But now thus saith the LORD that
created thee, O Jacob, and he that
formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I
have redeemed thee, I have called thee
by they name; thou art mine.
2. When thou passet through the waters,
I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shall not be burned; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee.
3. For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for
thee.
As we commemorate various events in our history in June:
Juneteenth – a moment of indescribable joy as the last slaves
in our country hear the news in Galveston, Texas, 2 years after
the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 that slavery had ended.
June 18 – Supreme Court upheld the program that protected
some 800,000 people that were brought to this country as
children by immigrant parents from being deported.
Listen to police reform as it rolls out and is debated in our
cities and our country.
Confederate statues are being removed.
Officials are stepping down because of allegations of racism
And yet we mourn:
June 17 – the Charleston 9: Rev and State Senator Clementa C.
Pinckney and 8 others 5 years ago were killed by a white
supremacist gunman during a Bible study class at Emanuel
A.M.E. Church in Charleston, South Carolina.
The death of George Floyd, a 46-year old black American man
killed in Minneapolis, Minnesota during an arrest by Derek
Chauvin, a white police officer that has sparked protest around
the nation.
We are in a global pandemic in the face of COVID-19 and then
the global pandemic of the long-suffered effects of racism in our
world. Even with all that is perplexing us in the world in which
we live, we want to take time to honor our men; our fathers;
those that continue to fight through every obstacle and
challenge that their homes would be productive, prosperous,
secure, safe and sustained. We are grateful for the men that in
spite of all that is going on continue to forge paternal bonds and
influence our children and society.
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In the 42nd Chapter of Isaiah we find that God through his
servant Isaiah has severely rebuked and declared punishment
on the people of God. God’s people were suffering because of
disobedience and sin. The 1st words in Chapter 43 are ‘But
now’. But is a coordinating conjunction that connects two
statements that contrast or contradict each other in some
way tells us that it’s been that way, but now change is about
to take place.
Difficulty according to the dictionary means; hardness,
trouble, pain, problems, adversity or pitfalls. There is a sense
in the word difficulty that there is a resistance against
breakthrough, good, growth and blessing.
But as the people of God we should be comforted in
knowing that God has already promised:
Isaiah 43:2 Message Bible: When you’re in rough waters, you
will not go down. When you’re between a rock and a hard
place, it won’t be a dead end--So Fear Not:
God has created us – God has a special and unique claim
upon us because He is our creator. Genesis 5:2 Male and
female created He them; and blessed them, and called their
name Adam, in the day when they were created.
2) God redeemed us – God’s plan of redemption allowed
His Son Jesus The Christ to pay the price that we could not
pay for our sins.
Isaiah 53:5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.
3) God has called us Not only does God call us out of
darkness into the marvelous light, but He calls us by name –
It is a personal relationship with you and I.
Isaiah 41:10 NIV – I will strengthen you and help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.
How do we walk through difficult times?
1) We walk through with prayer
2) We walk through with the promises of God in our heart
3) We walk through with faith
We are soldiers in the Army of the Lord!
So we walk with our back straight, standing tall, shoulders
squared, and in a position of readiness – ready to trample on
the enemies head.
Ephesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
Walk through difficulty for victory is on the other side!

Oak Grove African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

OG Food Ministry
2nd Corinthians 9:12 For the rendering of this
ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints
but also overflows with many thanksgivings to
God.
The Oak Grove Food Ministry has continued to
supply and deliver food to our church family and
the surrounding community. In addition, we share
fresh produce with Scotland A.M.E. Zion Church,
The Montgomery County Sober Houses,
members from Mt. Zion United Methodist church,
Amazing Grace, Lee Memorial in Kensington and
other organizations that request food.
Since our first edition of the OG Express we have
received 560 boxes of fresh produce from
Sudano’s Produce in Jessup, Maryland. The
retail value of the fresh produce Oak Grove has
received is $19,600. We distribute to
approximately 350 families.

Thank God for Sudano’s Produce, they deliver
to the OG every Wednesday as part of the USDA
Food Distribution Program. The produce box
varies each week but we have had blueberries,
peaches, eggplant, honey dew melons, cabbage,
cucumbers, carrots, tomatoes, kale, collard
greens, apples, strawberries, oranges, grapes
and much, much more. This phase will continue
thru August 31 and it may be extended for two
more months. Our God is Awesome!
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Submitted by Trustee Barbara Henley
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Special Acknowledgement
Christians find joy when they
are serving
The Oak Grove Food Ministry
continues to thrive and serve
families with food insecurities
weekly. But without the
assistance from committed,
faithful and loyal volunteers'
families would not receive this blessing.
I would like to acknowledge Sister Norma
Bishop for her hard work and dedication to the
OG Food Ministry. Norma has become my
backup with food delivery, without her this would
be an impossible undergoing. Her entire day is
spent delivering food, checking inventory,
packing cars and outreach to additional families
in the community. I thank God for her and her
dedication.
There are other volunteers that help support this
ministry and I thank them for all they do but
Norman deserves special recognition for her
outstanding commitment.
Prepared Meals Delivered to Your Door
(meatloaf dinners, spaghetti & meatballs, grilled
salmon dinners)
A special Shout Out to Flanagan’s Harp and
Ferry Restaurant in Bethesda for supplying
meals to the OG families and the Rainbow
Community Development Center.
Thanks to Congressman Sarbanes Office for
donating meatloaf dinners and spaghetti &
meatballs dinners to the OG families and senior
living facilities.
Thanks to World Kitchen and Rainbow
Community Development Center for donating
Grilled Salmon meals. Again, these meals were
distributed to the OG families and senior living
facilities.

Oak Grove African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
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“Give me my flowers while I can smell them”

Happy Birthday
June 10
June 14
June 18
June 18
June 29

Rose Bell
Rev Lori Hill
Catherine Jones
Tammy Martin
Colin Greene

July 2
July 11
July 11
July 17
July 28
July 30

Briyah Temple
Frances Bishop
Akhaila Dorsey
Nettie Dorsey
Issac Chase
Lyn Henley

Long-time and faithful member of
Oak Grove A.M.E. Zion Church
Sister Elenora R. Riggs

Congratulations

Happy Anniversary

Geriatric Nursing Assistant

Lyn and Barbara Henley
26th Wedding Anniversary
June 25th

GLORIA JACKSON
Brook Grove
Rehabilitation
and Nursing
Center
(BGRNC)
LIFE Illustrator
of the Month

Gloria is an expert at providing enriching experiences!
Her ready smile and upbeat attitude do so much to
encourage and lift the spirits of her coworkers and the
residents in her care. While training a new hire, she
was recently observed as being “extremely
enthusiastic, patient and funny. She spoke about
Brooke Grove like it was the best place to work on
earth," which gave a great first impression and
confirmed the new employee in her decision to join the
BGRV team.

Oak Grove African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
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Like many of you, I have had a variety of
emotions ranging from sadness and anger.
to fear and anxiety, as the news and social
media continue to show the unrest in our
nation over the injustices that happen to the
Black and POC community. This is an
important time in history and I believe it is
necessary to educate our children about
what's happening and provide them with
the opportunity to express themselves.
However, as my 10 and 11 year old
daughters begged me to take them to
participate in the protests I was perplexed
with finding a healthy and safe way for her
to be involved. A friend posted about a
Mindfulness March for kids she is
planning in the Hampton Roads area of
Virginia, and I thought this was a safe and
age appropriate way for kids to allow their
voices to be heard, so we duplicated this in
Olney.
This event was for our CHILDREN and was
aimed at creating a space for them to be
mindful of the present events. The children
had an opportunity to protest injustice and
racial inequality while honoring the black
lives that have been lost due to police
brutality.

WHEN: Sunday, June 7th 4pm-5pm
WHERE: We started at Sandy Spring Bank and
walked to the comer of Georgia Ave and 108.
WHAT: We gathered at the park, at 3:30pm and marched down Georgia
Ave chanting: “Marching because I Matter". We stopped at the comer
of Georgia Ave & 108 and protested for 9 minutes to represent the
amount of time that George Floyd was pinned down by police. Then we
continued marching down 108 toward Sandy Spring Bank.
WHO: Children & Youth age 0-18
We held signs with POSITIVE messages about the need for racial
equality, justice for all, and the future of our black youth.
(EXAMPLES: "Marching for Justice", "Be Kind To All“, "Black Lives
Matter“, No Justice, No Peace“, "Justice For ALL")
Participating youth received a FREE button to commemorate the
moment. In light of COVID-19, all attendees WORE MASKS to comply
with Governor Hogan's order.
Regards,
Juanita Dale

Oak Grove African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
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From the desk of

Rev. Lori Hill
Greetings in the matchless,
marvelous name of our Lord
Jesus the Christ
Philippians 4:13 (KJV) – “I can do
all things through Christ that
strengthened me”.
During this time of difficulty and struggle, God
continues to give us strength in Crisis! I am a living
witness. I have continued with my parking lot Ministry.
My friend Kevin (the homeless man) continues to keep
me updated about his situation. Together we have
claimed victory over his life. He shared with me his
testimony about what the Lord has done. He now has
a place to shower, wash his clothes and lay his head.
He is not homeless anymore. Hallelujah! He now
rents a room, monthly. He has been promised clothes
by patrons, so that he can dress for success and get a
job. “To God be the Glory”.
I continue to send my sermons to the inmates at the
Maryland Correctional Training Center in Hagerstown,
Maryland. By doing so, it keeps me reading and
studying God’s Word. “I am honored to share the
good news of Jesus Christ”!

COVID-19 PANDEMIC UPDATES

Fresh produce is
delivered to OG
families
Every Wednesday
11:30 to 12:30
Oak Grove Church
Parking Lot
This phase will
continue thru
August 31 and it
may be extended
for two more
months.
Please Contact Barbara Henley
If you would like to be added to the list.
At email address below:
bhenley_shepherdscare2009@yahoo.com

Thanks

At the 191st Session of the Philadelphia and
Baltimore Annual Conference, I was recommended by
the Conference Studies and Holy Orders committee
for Ordination of Elder. This is an honor! The office of
“Elder” for The A.M.E. Zion Church according to our
Discipline states “As Elder is constituted by the
election of a majority of the Annual Conference and by
the laying on of the hands of the Bishop and two or
more Elders.

During the pandemic the OG Furniture Ministry has
been operating and we have supplied at least 6-7
families with furniture; everything from beds, dressers,
chairs, dining room tables and dinette sets, 13" flat
screen TV, bookcases, lamps, household goods,
dishes, etc. This comes through my former Re/Max
Realty co-workers, that also provided Thanksgiving
boxes for needy families and new toys for many
children at Christmas.

An “Elder” has authority to preach, conduct Divine
Worship, solemnize Matrimony, administer the
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Only and
“Elder” may consecrate the elements for Holy
Communion. “To God be the Glory”. If it had not been for
the Lord on my side, where would I be? I am grateful to
my family, church family, friends and Elders of the A.M.E
Zion Church for all the support I have received over the
years.

Thanks to my former
Realty co-workers,
Rev. Pearl

Sunday Morning Service at 11:00 am
Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00 pm

Oak Grove African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
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The Start of a New Journey
By Samantha Brackett

Ministry requires dedication, discipline and
selflessness, all of which the Lord is
continuing to perfect in me. One may ask
why I sought
admission to the annual
conference. I believe to whom much is given
much is required therefore it is imperative that
I humbly learn and serve at the feet of other
pastors and leaders who have been seasoned
in ministry. One also has to be ordained and
given permission from the leadership of the
church, conference and the district in order to
perform certain tasks within the church, God
is a God of order and knowing the call to
ministry for my life I seek to proceed in order.
I am also a firm believer in the scriptures 2
Timothy 2:15 says study to show thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
work of God. I was not always sure the Lord could use me and I struggled in my
younger years with answering the call to ministry. Being in a family of ministers and
seeing first hand that it was not a walk in the park also gave me the excuse to delay,
however when I finally came to a full surrender the peace of God gave me the
confirmation I needed that my yes was the right answer. I am a work in progress but
I stand firm on my decision and I proceed with an urgency to fulfill my destiny. The
recommendation from the board of admissions to accept me on trial to the annual
conference is a blessing and an opportunity to continue learning and serving,
allowing God through others to complete the good work he has started in me so
others may see and worship my father in heaven also. I am grateful for the board's
recommendation and also for the Bishop sanctioning that recommendation. I am
blessed to have mentor and spiritual father Pastor JP Logan who’s teaching also
brought me this far. Many thanks to Rev Counts, Rev Savoy, Elder Huggins and all
the teachers whose instructions carried me through two years of district studies. To
God be the glory of the great things he has done.

BE CAREFUL IN THE HOT SUN!!

Oak Grove African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
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BE CAREFUL
IN THE HOT SUN!!

From a lifetime OG member, Sister Norma
We are all so blessed to get the produce boxes
on Wednesday’s (Nice Veggies 😊😊 )

To My Oak Grove Family,
Please remember your health during this extremely hot
summer!
Plan your outdoor activities/chores during the early
morning hours or late evening – wait for the shade.
Staying in the sun can cause dehydration, heat
exhaustion, heat stroke, heat cramps or other medical
issues.
If you are a diabetic, you will get dehydrated quicker in
high heat. Please drink plenty of water before you go
outside and when you are outside. As we get older, we
tend to drink less water and we sweat less. You can even
eat a banana before going outside – it helps to maintain
the fluid levels in your body.
If you have muscle cramps you could be dehydrated.
Move to the shade or go inside and drink plenty of water,
even if you are not thirsty. Cramps also mean your
electrolytes are down – a Gatorade can help. Most sports
drinks are high in sugar, so you add water or drink a diet
Gatorade. Electrolytes play a role in conducting nervous
impulses, contracting muscles, keeping you hydrated and
regulating your body’s pH levels.
If you are sweating non-stop, this could be a big
indicator of heat exhaustion, which is extremely serious.
You should move to a cooler place and loosen your
clothes to allow cool air to bring your temperature down
and sip on water.
Heat stroke is also known as sun stroke, which results
from prolonged exposure to extremely high temperatures.
Lack of sweating, a flushed face, bright red skin, lethargy
(weakness, sleepiness, or unresponsiveness), throbbing
headache and slurred speech are all symptoms of
heatstroke. Other common symptoms are nausea,
seizures, confusion, disorientation, and occasionally loss
of consciousness or coma. If you or someone you know
are experiencing any of these symptoms call 911.
Please enjoy the summer with your family, be safe, and
be careful in the hot sun!

Have a blessed summer!
Sister Shirley Dorsey

A special THANK YOU to my close friend and
neighbor, Mrs. Betty Marshall, who volunteers her
time whenever I call. She helped with loading boxes
and made a special door to door delivery with Sister
Norma at 10pm for the boxes that were left at the
church.
Colin Greene (Sister Norma’s Grandson),
graduated from California University of PA last
winter (2019) with a B.S. in Sports Management.
Best of Luck, Colin.

For an Amazing Woman with so much
love to give. Her wholesome heart, kindness and
thoughtfulness that she shows to her family; her
friends; her church family; the Mt. Zion community;
and the other churches.
And lets not forget to mention the all little things that
she does. Always on the go.
She is like the Mailman, she delivers in the rain,
snow, and bitter cold, she is coming. Its all the
doing, loving and giving that makes her so amazing.
The woman she is today is a woman worth the praise
today and everyday.
And her name is Barbara Jean aka Gracie Henley.
God Bless Her
The OG, her Oak Grove Family

